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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgement 

1. Applicant's argument/amendment filed on September 29, 2009 is acknowledged. 
Accordingly claims 1-44 remain pending. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed September 29, 2009 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

3. With respect to claims 1, 17, and 20 , Applicant argues that Alkove does not 
disclose "a partial content that holds license information containing a use condition." 

In response, Examiner respectfully disagrees and submits that Alkove does 
disclose "a partial content that holds license information containing a use condition." For 
example Alkove clearly discloses that each group of the multiple independent groups 
(partial content) is separately licensable and may include any combination of one or 
more of the available data streams (0018). Alkove further discloses that existing DRM 
techniques and encoded data file formats do not allow the content owner to respectively 
differentiate the licensing value of one file data portion from another file data portion. 
Rather all file data potions are collectively licensed as a single entity. To solve the 
above problem Alkove provides DRM technique that allows encoded data portions of a 
file to be separately licensable and combined at the receiving end user device. In order 
words, Alkove describes the systems and methods which provides digital rights 
management (DRM) that enables a content owner to license respective portions (partial 
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content ) of a single content package (see 0034). For this reason Alkove does disclose 
"a partial content (respective data portions) that holds license information (separately 
licensed portions) containing a use condition (rules)." 

4. Applicant further argues that there is no discussion in Alkove of "assigning 
respective license information to a plurality of partial contents that ... make up a 
collective content and generating single license information by collecting the assigned 
respective license information." 

In response, Examiner respectfully disagrees and submits that Alkove does 
disclose "assigning respective license information to a plurality of partial contents that ... 
make up a collective content and generating single license information by collecting the 
assigned respective license information." As a matter of fact this is the main crux of 
Alkove's invention. As discussed in the preceding paragraph, Alkove clearly discloses 
that each group or portion (partial content) of the content is separately licensed and 
combined at the receiving device, (see 0013; 0018). At the receiving end, according to 
Alkove, once acquired, license 118 provides end user 110, or the license holder, with 
access to the licensed portions of the data file 114 (see fig. 1; see 0021). Accordingly it 
is Examiner position that Alkove discloses "assigning respective license information to a 
plurality of partial contents (separately licensed portions) that ... make up a collective 
content (combined encoded data file) and generating single license information by 
collecting the assigned respective license information (end user only needs license 118 
to access the encoded portions separately licensed)." 
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5. Applicant further argues with respect to claim 17 , Alkove does not disclose 
"output control unit for outputting both or either of license information generated by the 
license generation unit and the collective content associated therewith to a recoding 
medium via the input-output interface." 

In response, Examiner respectfully disagrees and submits that Alkove does 
disclose "output control unit for outputting both or either of license information generated 
by the license generation unit and the collective content associated therewith to a 
recoding medium via the input-output interface." As seen in fig. 1 , the content packager 
outputs both or either of license information generated by the license generation unit 
and the data file 114 associated therewith to a recoding medium via the input-output 
interface. To argue that Alkove does not provide input-output interface is simply to 
argue that computers does not have an input-output interfaces. Similarly to argue that 
Alkove does not provide an output control unit that outputs both or either of license and 
the respective data portions is to total ignore the evidence on fig. 1 , which clearly 
describes output of both license and data portions of the encoded file. 

6. With respect to claims 2-13. 15. 18. 19. 21-32 and 34 , Applicant argues that 
these claims are allowable by virtue of their dependency on a corresponding 
independent claim. 

In response, Examiner respectfully disagrees and submits that these claims are 
neither allowable by virtue of their dependency from their respective independent claims 
nor for their own individually recited features. 
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7. With respect to claims 14, 16, 33 and 35 , Applicant argues that Matasuyama 
does not remedy the noted deficiencies of Alkove and thus cannot correct the defects of 
Examiners rejection based solely on Alkove. 

In response, Examiner respectfully disagrees and submits that Matasuyama was 
not introduced to remedy any defect of Alkove and therefore discloses the limitations of 
the dependent claims 14, 16, 33 and 35 as shown in the rejections. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-13, 15, 17-32, and 34 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Alkove et al (hereinafter "Alkove") U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 
2004/0143760 A1. 



10. As per claims 1, 17, 18, 19 and 20 , Alkove discloses a content use control 
device for performing use control of a content provided from a providing source of 
various contents to a user, comprising: 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,703 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3685 

an input-output interface (end user; see figs 1 and 3) for connecting to providing 
source capable of providing a partial content that holds license information containing a 
unique use condition (see fig. 1, which discloses license terms, decrypting info...; see 
fig. 3, each of the computers e.g. end-user 110, content packager 104, have input- 
output interface); and 

license generation unit for assigning respective license information to a plurality 
of partial contents that are inputted via the input-output interface and that make up a 
collective content and generating single license information by collecting the assigned 
respective license information (0004, which discloses that all file portions can be 
licensed according to one or multiple defined licensing schemes or no file portions are 
licensed; 0005; 0006; 0018; 0034). 



11. As per claims 2 and 21 , Alkove further discloses the content use control device, 
wherein the license generation unit assigns respective license information to a plurality 
of first collective contents that are made up of a plurality of partial contents and that 
make up a second collective content and generates single license information by 
collecting the assigned respective license information (0004; 0005, 0006; 00018). 



12. As per claims 3 and 22 , Alkove further discloses the content use control device 
wherein the license generation unit imparts a unique content id to each of partial 
contents contained in the collective content and imparts a unique license id to license 
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information corresponding to each of the partial contents contained in the collective 
content (0018; 0034). 

13. As per claims 4 and 23 , Alkove further discloses the content use control device, 
wherein the content id and the license id are associated with each other (0019; 0026). 

14. As per claims 5 and 24 , Alkove further discloses the content use control device, 
wherein the input-output interface enables connection to one or more of providing 
sources including a recording medium having the partial contents recorded thereon, a 
network having a server device capable of providing the partial contents, and a digital 
broadcasting network capable of distributing the partial contents (see fig. 1). 

15. As per claims 6 and 25 , Alkove further discloses the content use control device, 
comprising: 

external or internal recording unit and output control unit for outputting both or 
either of license information generated by the license generation unit and the collective 
content associated therewith to a recording medium via the recording unit or the input- 
output interface (see figs. 1 and 3). 

16. As per claims 7 and 26 , Alkove further discloses the content use control device, 
wherein the output control unit outputs license information generated by the license 
generation unit and the collective content associated therewith to different recording 
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regions of the recording medium via the recording unit or the input-output interface (see 
fig. 1). 

17. As per claims 8, and 27 , Alkove further discloses the content use control device, 
comprising: 

content reproduction unit for decoding and reproducing partial contents contained 
in the collective content recorded on the recording medium or the recording unit (0003); 
and 

use control unit for controlling use of the reproduced partial contents in 
accordance with a use condition contained in the license information associated 
therewith (see fig. 1). 

18. As per claims 9 and 28, Alkove further discloses the content use control device, 
wherein the collective content consists of video data and/or audio data, and wherein the 
partial contents making up the collective content are segments of the video data and/or 
the audio data segmented based on the time (see fig. 2, which discloses audio, video 
and metadata streams; 0002; 0017, which discloses that the encoded digital media file 
is a single file that includes multiple streams of digital data such as any combination of 
video, audio, and/or metadata data streams). 



19. As per claims 10 and 29 , Alkove further discloses the content use control 
device, wherein the collective content is obtained by multiplexing partial contents each 
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composed of one or more of the video data, audio data, and data broadcasting data 
(see fig. 2; 0002; 0003). 

20. As per claims 11 and 30, Alkove further discloses the content use control 
device, wherein the partial content is an mpeg-2 ES (elementary stream) (0002). 

21 . As per claims 12 and 31 , Alkove further discloses the content use control 
device, wherein the partial content is a stream of one or more of BS broadcasting, CS 
broadcasting, and terrestrial digital broadcasting (0002). 

22. As per claims 13 and 32 , Alkove further discloses the content use control 
device, wherein the partial contents are ES group which belong to a single component 
group (0002). 

23. As per claims 15 and 34, Alkove further discloses the content use control 
device, wherein the collective content is obtained by combining the partial contents 
each composed of image data and/or document data (see fig. 2; 0023). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

24. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

25. Claims 14, 16, 33 and 35 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Alkove et al (hereinafter "Alkove") U.S. Patent Application Publication 
No. 2004/0143760 A1 in view of Matsuyama et al (hereinafter "Matsuyama") U.S. 
Patent Application Publication No. 2002/0056747 A1. 

26. As per claims 14 and 33 , Alkove failed to explicitly disclose the content use 
control device, wherein the use conditions contained in the license information consist 
of one or more of copy restriction information for restricting copy of the partial content, 
age viewing-and-listening restriction information for restricting the viewing-and-listening 
of the partial content by the age, use count restriction information for restricting the use 
count of the partial content, and time limit for use information for restricting the time limit 
for use of the partial content. 

Matsuyama discloses the content use control device, wherein the use conditions 
contained in the license information consist of one or more of copy restriction 
information for restricting copy of the partial content, age viewing-and-listening 
restriction information for restricting the viewing-and-listening of the partial content by 
the age, use count restriction information for restricting the use count of the partial 
content, and time limit for use information for restricting the time limit for use of the 
partial content (0025; 0038; 0048; 0134; 0137; 0138). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Alkove and incorporate a method 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,703 Page 11 

Art Unit: 3685 

wherein the use conditions contained in the license information consist of one or more 
of copy restriction information for restricting copy of the partial content, age viewing- 
and-listening restriction information for restricting the viewing-and-listening of the partial 
content by the age, use count restriction information for restricting the use count of the 
partial content, and time limit for use information for restricting the time limit for use of 
the partial content in order to ensure adequate security of the protected data stream. 



27. As per claims 16 and 35 , Alkove failed to explicitly disclose the content use 
control device, wherein the use conditions contained in the license information consist 
of one or more of copy restriction information for restricting copy of the partial content, 
print restriction information for restricting print of the partial content, time limit for use 
information for restricting the time limit for use of the partial content, resolution 
restriction information for restricting the resolution conversion of the partial content, and 
the number-of-colors restriction information for restricting the number of colors of the 
partial content. 

Matsuyama discloses the content use control device, wherein the use conditions 
contained in the license information consist of one or more of copy restriction 
information for restricting copy of the partial content, print restriction information for 
restricting print of the partial content, time limit for use information for restricting the time 
limit for use of the partial content, resolution restriction information for restricting the 
resolution conversion of the partial content, and the number-of-colors restriction 



Application/Control Number: 10/575,703 Page 12 

Art Unit: 3685 

information for restricting the number of colors of the partial content (0025; 0038; 0048; 
0134; 0137; 0138). 

Accordingly it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at time 
of applicant's invention to modify the method of Alkove and incorporate a method 
wherein the use conditions contained in the license information consist of one or more 
of copy restriction information for restricting copy of the partial content, print restriction 
information for restricting print of the partial content, time limit for use information for 
restricting the time limit for use of the partial content, resolution restriction information 
for restricting the resolution conversion of the partial content, and the number-of-colors 
restriction information for restricting the number of colors of the partial content in order 
to ensure adequate security of the protected data stream. 



Conclusion 

28. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles C. Agwumezie whose number is (571) 272- 
6838. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Calvin Hewitt can be reached on (571) 272 - 6709. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Charlie C Agwumezie/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3685 
December 21, 2009 



